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Abstract: 
 
When you hear of a Community College what do you think of? Do you think of a school of last 
resort? Or do you think of excitement and possibilities? Do you think of it as the place for variety 
of Information Security education and training options?  
 
In this presentation we share the experience of developing an Information Security and 
Assurance Curriculum at Holyoke Community College. We show the obstacles we faced while 
putting the program together and discuss the challenges still standing.  
 
We also show how our effort towards establishing and recruiting for the program led to a more 
than just an academic curriculum and into a rich program for community outreach. At  present, in 
addition to the fully developed academic program in Information Security, with one A.S. degree 
and two certificates, we offer options for non-credit instruction, customized training, workshop 
presentations, community events, and more. These activities have offered variety of opportunities 
for involvement and valuable experience for our students in a fun and exciting way and have 
attracted participants from the local community, including individuals, smaller and larger 
businesses, institutions and organizations to receive much needed awareness and training.   
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